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Citizen's Concerns 

For about 20 years now I have 
been attending city council 
meetings, recording them (for 
about 10 years), with someone 
else uploading them to 
archive.org. I have been 
recording City Council Meetings 
after being 'done dirty' 
numerous times by the powers- 
that-be. It never changes the 
outcome for us, as in "keeping 
them honest" and being treated 
fairly, but at least there is an 
unedited record of their doings. 

Today, I went to the city council 
chambers to record the forum 
sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters. I wanted to 
hear what they had to say about 
the "Home Rule Charter" that is 
being proposed for Curry 
County and I thought our 
citizens could learn about it 
from the unedited video. 

I was kicked out of the meeting 
because no videos of their 
meetings are allowed due to the 
possibility of the free speech 
there being "taken out of 
context". Never mind that the 
newspaper of record usually 
reports on what happens at 
their LOWV forums. Everyone 
knows that newspaper never 
takes anything out of context 
nor writes numerous non 
sequiturs with no punch line. 
Also, with that faith-based 
newspaperman owning all but 
one of the newspapers in our 
county and one in Coos County, 
do we even get the truth of 
what's going on in our county? 

I was surprised that one local 
business owner took his three 
year old son to the forum. 
Actually, I was impressed. You 
have to learn democracy from 
the time you can talk. That is 
the only way to protect it. I 
hope when that boy becomes a 
voter, he will know the 
difference between non 
sequiturs and unedited videos. 

Sincerely, TreSaw 

-one who sees the tree falling in the forest 



The ups and downs of a charter 
government 

— ~|~lie "[rutin j— ciitlj 

First and foremost we must 
consider what is Charter Home 
Rule and what is allowable under 
the State constitution since the 
state Attorney General's office gave 
an opinion on one specific office — 
the county assessor — the wording 
in the proposed Home Charter falls 
under question since the Attorney 
General preserved this as an 
elected only office to protect its 
citizenry from over and under 
taxation, yet whomever wrote the 
current proposal failed to recognize 
this and as such included the 
termination of the County 
Assessor. This certainly will costs 
all of us in the end if passed since it 
has already been argued at the 
State Supreme Court, and the 
opinion was ruled upon that the 
County Assessor position cannot be 
by appointment; hence, there will 
be costly legal actions immediately 
to the county to defend their 
charter against the existing rulings 
and opinions. 

The State's Constitution refers to 
Charter Home Rule as having the 
ability to over-rule state law when 
in the "county's best interest" and 
this one phrase has generated legal 
arguments since 1906. In 1957, the 
Oregon counties generated a 
document stating how to get voters 
to support Charter Government 
through proposing Charter 
Government upon the cusp of 
calamity followed by a claim of 
how Charter Home Rule will 
resolve such calamities — using fear 
to persuade voters. Our calamity is 
one felt across the nation, a budget 
crisis. We are not exempt from the 
trickle down method of funding 
when Federal and State cuts are 
mandated. When we examine the 
claims of cost savings it is upon 
first view minimal with a projected 
savings of a mere $8ok as 
explained by David Brock-Smith, 
yet when we look fully into it we 
will see the millions that counties, 
such as Multnomah, have paid in 
just legal costs to preserve their 
Charter. Unfortunately, we don't 
have millions as a county to waste 
on legal fees which unfortunately 
means that the appointed 
government will make decisions 
based solely on revenue and not in 
the public's best interests. 



Next, proponents of Charter Home 
Rule all seem to be aligned with 
quick and rapid growth trends and 
as such may make future claims 
that their delegated commissioners 
approve such things as the 
proposed nickel strip mining 
operation, building of a private 
prison, etc and all by saying it is in 
the "county's best interest" 
regardless of how the people of the 
county feel as long as they can 
show to the State Supreme Court 
that there was a capital gain made 
by the county. This is very scary 
since they can come in with their 
appointed assessor and reappraise 
tax values of farm land over to 
general real estate and tax 
accordingly forcing coastal farms 
to collapse all in the "county's best 
interest". Indeed, as long as a 
dollar can be made during a 
financial crisis the term in the 
"county's best interest" forces the 
county to act in favor of money and 
not in the interests of the people. 

Further, your vote will be 
discounted as the new Home Rule 
can alter anything without your 
approval. Case in point, the rules 
governing elections can and does 
change as counties with Charter 
Home Rule immediately redefine 
the necessary signatures to have 
anything placed on the ballot. In 
Multnomah County, they changed 
the number of signatures required 
to prevent the repeal of Charter 
Home Rule. So when you read 
those yellow and black signs, "Vote 
No, Save Your right to Vote", they 
really mean it. Charter Home Rule 
allows anyone to come in and be 
appointed and then make decisions 
based upon who they favor, and 
they favor money — lobbyist, 
outside developers, maybe even a 
snake-oil salesman. 

Additionally, they can attract these 
folks by offsetting "new 
manufacturing/ employers" 
taxation by increasing yours. 
Provide them with exemption of 
environmental state laws so they 
can pollute while in the same 
stance pass a law saying you can no 
longer burn your yard waste, and 
then place a license plate tax on 
your vehicle and force you to have 
it inspected for exhaust. You see 
the best interest is money and if 
they can bring in the money, they 
will get you to pay their taxes. 
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Now whether you own property 
directly or not, you will feel the tax 
burden by increased rents, 
property taxes, sewer and water 
assessments, unnecessary 
sidewalks, or a fuel and vehicle tax 
and if you object then the 
"appointed" Sheriff can exercise a 
pay or vacate notice on your 
door — and you never even had a 
chance to vote on whatever it is 
they are demanding money for, but 
of course this is a scenario if 
Charter Home Rule passes. 

Let's work together to preserve our 
Oregon Coast and not sell it off 
through Charter Home Rule. 

Note: The Curry County 
document containing the entire 
verbiage of the proposed 
charter can be found at: 

www.co.curry.or.us/Portals/o/Docum 
ents/clerk/8-76.pdf 



People were created to be 
loved. 

Things were created to be 
used. 

The reason the world is in 
Chaos is because things are 
being Loved and people are 
being Used. 



Local NEWS 

— stajT reporter 

As most in town know, Bonnie 
has relocated with her daughter 
Leslie into the former "Paula's 
Bistro". I had the pleasure of 
ordering a delicious 100% 
Angus hamburger accompanied 
by some hand-cut fries. 
Moreover, I had the pleasure of 
getting to know Bonnie a bit 
better and hope that we will 
continue a great relationship as 
she begins introducing a Friday 
night Prime Rib dinner. Note 
that Bonnie buys local and 
supports our greater 
community in doing so and on 
that note, we hope everyone will 
make time to enjoy a meal at 
"Bonnie & Leslie's 
Homestyle Cafe". Bonnie will 
begin serving alcohol July 1 st 
and currently is a dry 
restaurant, so if you are a friend 
of Bill W or have a religious 
preference for an alcohol free 
environment, now is the time to 
scoot on in to Bonnie & Leslie's. 
We wish you great success 



Bonnie & Leslie! 

"Good Feather Gallery", a 

new mixed media gallery has 
opened in the old blue 
Grantland-Mayfield gallery 
building. Nina Ventra, the 
artist, had consigned artwork 
into a neighboring gallery and 
now has opened her own gallery 
to display her work. Look for 
her 'Feather Flag' outside and 
visit this inspirational artist. 

We would like to thank our 
readership for their continued 
support. As the months 
progress, we hope to begin 
running one-line barter ads and 
local business ads. Details will 
be forthcoming as well as 
inclusion of the Fisherman's 
Voice, an area to support the 
local fishing fleet through 
discussion of current issues. We 
welcome submissions to this 
area and ask that you follow the 
basic rules of: truth supported 
by evidence, no mud-slinging or 
name calling. We support our 
local fishing fleet. 



Verify Your Vote 

- staff report 
If you are concerned that your 
voter ballot has been received and 
counted by the county, you may 
check it out on-line at: 
OregonVotes.gov. 

Go to the MyVote page and 
enter the data as requested. 
You will be shown your last 
received ballot and the related 
information about you. check it 
out, make sure your vote was 
counted! 



I'm for TRUTH, 
No matter who tells it. 

I'm for JUSTICE, 
No matter who it is for 
Or against. 

-f^icJcom X 



City Council Videos 

- staff report 
The Port Orford City Council 
meetings have been recorded by 
citizens and are available on- 
line at: 

Page 7 



www.archive.org 

In the 'Search:' box, enter "port 
orford", or refine the search by 
adding a year "port orford 
2014". In addition other special 
meetings have also been 
recorded and placed in the 
archive. 



Calendar of Events 

City Council meets the 3 rd 
Thursday of the month: 
May 15 th , 2014 - 3:30PM 

Port Commission meets 3 rd 
Tuesday of the month: 
May 20 th , 2014 - 6PM 

City Planning Commission 

meets the 2 nd Tuesday of the 
month: 

May 13 th , 2014 - 6PM 



VOTE! 

Please remember to vote 
and turn you ballots in to 
the depository, or mail in, 
as you prefer. It is our 
duty as citizens to 
participate in the act of 
democracy by exercising 
our right to vote and 
speak our minds at every 
opportunity. 

VOTE! 



"Those who surrender 
freedom for security 
will not have, nor do 
they deserve, either 
one" 



Notice 

All submissions to the Port Orford 
Free Press must be made by email, 
in text only format - all other forms 
will be rejected. 
Email submissions to: 
PortOrfordFreePress@gmail.com 



